446   A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
destroyers; 312 minesweepers took part in the covering of the
landing, and the force was carried ashore by a great flotilla of landing
craft, coasters, and transports with a total tonnage of two and a
quarter million tons.
The airborne operations prior to the landing met with complete
success in the British sector, and the 6th Airborne Division, landing
with small casualties, established its bridgehead on the east bank
of the river Orne.
Despite indifferent weather conditions, all the assaulting troops
were put ashore on the beaches, and the hostile coastal defences
were everywhere broken through after severe fighting; our 5oth
Division reached the high ground east of Bayeux, while on the
left wing the 3rd Canadian and 3rd British Divisions gained contact
with the 6th Airborne Division on the lower Orne. The enemy,
however, launched counter-attacks as fast as his reserves could be
brought forward and during the following week there was hard
fighting to secure our beach-heads. The Americans captured
Carentan and thrust out to the south to Jink up with the British
XXXth Corps about Caumont; the British too made good progress,
Bayeux falling on June 7, and the enemy being driven back from
Tiily-sur-Seulle to Villers Bocage. By June 15 the American First
Army had landed one armoured, two airborne and six infantry
divisions, and the British Second Army one armoured, one airborne
and five infantry divisions; and with our foothold in Normandy
thus firmly established, we were able to proceed to the task of
enlarging our beach-head.
The Americans cut through to the west coast _of the Cherbourg
peninsula and closing in on the port from the south, captured it on
June 27. The Second British Army on June 25 attempted to
capture Caen by a pincer movement carried out by the XXXth
Corps (49th, 50th and 7th Armoured Divisions) which captured
Tilly and advanced on Aunay, and while the Vlllth Corps (i5th
and 43rd, and nth Armoured Divisions) attacking twenty-four
hours later to force the crossings of the Odon and the Orne and
capture Bretteville. The XXXth Corps made little headway beyond .
Tilly, but the Vlllth Corps successfully forced a crossing of the
Odon near Evrecy, where it was brought to a stand. Meanwhile the
build-up in the beach-heads was going on well, 274,000 tons of
stores and nearly 14,000 vehicles having been got ashore in the
British Second Army area by June 30. The enemy's losses in these
three weeks of fighting were estimated at some 90,000, British and
Canadian casualties totalled some 35,000 only.
The task of the American First Army was now to break out of the
Cherbourg peninsula, and use part of its forces to clear Brittany
and the remainder to cut off the retreat to the east of the hostile
forces facing the British, who were meanwhile to hold them fast in